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St, LUKE 1. 74, 75+ 

— Might ſerve Him without fear, in bolineſ 
and righteouſneſs before Him all the days 
of our life. 


| Hoever he be that conſiders him- 
ſelf, and that ſeriouſly refle&ts 
upon his own frame and conſti- 


tution, or thoſe excellent purpoſes he ſeems by 
God and Nature fitted for , can neither con- 
clude himſelf the Author of his own Being , or 
delign'd to live only to himſelf, without any 

regard at all toa Superiour. 
The perpetual obligations he lies under for 
being made Man, and that common protegion 
B of 


[2] 


of Life whereby he is ſupported , the Mercies 
of Health and Liberty, and the reaſonable ex- 


pectation of Happineſs hereafter , muſt needs. 


mind him of a duty owing to the Benign Parent 
of all things, to the Comfort and Stay of our 
Lives, our God and Saviour. 

For Creatures being nothing elſe but Ema- 


nations from God, that overflowing Fountain 


of Goodneſs, as all of them, in their ſeveral 
ranks, owe both their beings and their depen- 
dancesto Him, fo *tis their nature to at always 
to His Glory that made them, every Blant and 
Stone, the Beaſts of the Field, and the Fowls 
of the Air, the Fiſhes of the Sea, and the more 
glorious - Bodies of the Firmament , proſecute 
the Deſign of. their Maker, and ſerve Him to 
their power ; Reaſonable therefore" it is that 
Man, who isſuperiour to them. all , (who is or- 
dain'd to-a better end, and vouchſafed ſuitable 
abilities for i its attainment,) ſhould ſerve his God, 
aot as the meaner. parts of the Creation, in 

a Mechanical, neceſſary way, but with free- 
dom and. liberty; with reafon and underſtan- 
ding, iz holineſs and righteouſneſi before Him all 
the days of his life, From 
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From theſe words, without condidering them 
as part of the Propheſic of Z«ch4r445 , or upon 
what account ſpoken, or to what-they refer, 
[ propound to diſcourſe very plainly upon theſe 
two Particulars, 

I, What the ſerving of God in general does ſup- 

, | 
It. Conſider that Service with reference to 
ſuch qualifications as the Text mentions, 
{1.) without fear, (2.) before him, (3.) all the 
days of our life. 

{. As for the ſerving of God, it does ſuppoſe in 
the firſt place : 

Such a firm perſwaſion of the Being of the 
true God, and ſuch a belief of that manife- 
ſtation which He has made of Himſelf and of 
His Will to Mankind , as will produce in us an 
habitual ſenſe of His Goodneſs, Juſtice, and 
Providence in the management of human af- 
fairs : This of it ſelf cannot fo ſtrictly be called 
His ſervice, as the fonndarion of it, and of all 
Religion, for Religion being nothing elſe , but 
that , by which we come to the attainment of 
Happineſs, and the Happineſs of Man , conlſ*i- 

B 2 ſting 
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ſting in the Favour of God , if there be no be- 
lief that this God is, then no hopes of enjoying 
His Favour, if no hopes of enjoying His Fa- 
vour, then no pretence to Happineſs ; if no 
pretence to Happinels , *tis in vain to uſe any 
means for the attainment of what we cannot 
reaſonably perſwade our ſelves ever will be, 
that is, 'tis in vain to be religious, therefore 
a4. 1.6, ſays the Apoſtle to the Hebrews , He that cometh 
wnto God , muſt firſt believe that He 4s ; and then , 
that He is a rewarder of all thoſe that diligently 
nb, 1% ſeek Him; asalſo, that He is @ conſuming fire ; and 
* 1. 3- further, that He wpholds all things by the Word of 
His Power. 

By believing that He is, we are naturally 
carried on to ſome ſervice and worſhip, by be- 
lieving that He is good tous, will encreaſe our 
five to Him, and this is the love of God, that 
we keep His Commandments ; by believing that 
He is juſt, will make us trembleat His terrours, 
and fear to offend Him,, by believing that He 
governs the World , will poſſeſs usalways with 
a ſenſe of His over-ruling power in our imme- 
diate Concerns : And fo have this twofold good 
effect. I, It 
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r. It will confirm us in a ſubmiſſion to the 
Divine Will in all accidents what ever , be- 
cauſe, the very conſideration that Infinite Wiſ- 
dom, and Infinite Goodneſs (both which Pro- 
vidence ſuppoſes) are engag'd in the diſpoſal of 
things, is of it ſelf argument ſufficient with 
wiſe and humble. Men, to allay all their folli- 
citudes, and to reſt very-much pleas'd with 
God's Diſpenſations towards them, though they 
may be contrary to what they could have wiſh'd 
to themſelves. 

2, It will likewiſe encourage our addreſſes 
to the Throne of Grace , becauſe the belief of 
Providence ſuperſedes the uncomfortable con- 
ſequences, which neceſſarily ariſe from an opi- 
nion that the World is govern'd either by Fate, 
or giddy Chance, ſuppoſing there be any real 
difference betwixt them , which ſome perlfhps 
not ſo well skill'd in Philoſophy have imagin'd. 

For, whether the one or the other be ſaid to 
govern, to put up any petitions would be e- 
qually unreaſonable, if our. tears or cries could 
alter the courſe of Deſtiny, or make Fate flexi- 


ble, Fate would not be it (elf, 
Or 
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Or if the ſame tears could. determia acciden- 
tal Cauſes ro neceſſary or certain Effects, there 
would neither be any proportion betwixt then 
and their Cauſe, or indeed any Effects in them 
ſelves forruitous , becauſe determinable , that is, 
thete would be no Chance at all; which is 
apainſt the Hypotheſis. 

So that the perſwaſion of - God's preſi "ICED over 
His Creatures baing the reaſotable ground of 
our Prayers , and this, together with the love 
and fear of Him (from whence flow the moſt 
forcible arguments to a good life) depending 
upofh a belief that He is, it ſeems to follow, 
that ſuch a belief is one Inſtance of, or at leaft 
the firlt ſtep to His Service. 

11. Serving God ſuppoſes a {erious exerciſe 
of Devotion, and a conſcientious diſcharge of 
aff thoſe Offices, which are comprehended un- 
der thename of worſhip. 

This is that which all Nations, People, and 
Languages , in ſome manner or other, have 
pretended to ; for fince there are none ſo bar- 
barous, but what own the being of a God, 
ſince the univerſal conſent of all Mankind to 
this 
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this purpoſe, proves the Notion to be congepite 
with us, the conſequence is very plain' and 
obvious , that therefore ſome warſhip, and ſame 
expreſſions of homage. ought to be: paid unto 
Him, - 

Neither can it ealily be made appear, that 
either the one, or the other, have ever been 
denied , unleſs by fome few Scioliſts, and pre- 
renders to. a greater (agacity in the knowledge 
of all things than others, who to raiſe them- 
ſelves an eſteem of wiſdom and underſtanding, 
above their fellows, have adventur'd the que» 
ſtioning of them both , ro the betraying of their 
wit, modeſty, and the deſpicableneſs of (what 
fuch Men chiefly value themſelves upon) their 
own natural. parts. 

So that: the. acknowledgment of a God be- 
ing as univerlal asthe Race of Mankind, there 
is a. neceſfity that that of Worſhip ſhould be af 
the ſame extent , for who eyer awn'd that Being 
worthy tobe call'd a God, t9 whom he thought 
not himſelf oblig'd topay all that adoration and 
honour, which the very conception of ſuch a 


Being imports. he ſhould, 


| Nay; 


[8] 
'* Nay, that variety of Religions which appears 
*n the World, though it proves that Men have 
different opinions concerning the Nature of 
God, 'yet it ſtrongly concludes likewiſe, both, 
that ſome Religion is true, as alſo that Worthip, 
withont which there can be no Religion, ispart 
of that- Service which all contead 1 in the main 
is due to Him, 

: As for Chriſtians, who have had the benefit 
of Revelation, they cannot well be ignorant 
what particulars of Worſhip, as to the matter 
of it, are requir'd of them. 

Prayer, and the ſeveral parts of it, Praiſes 


and Songs of Thanks, and a due reception of ' 


the bleſſed Sacraments are in the language of 
the Church peculiarly ſtil'd God's Service ; and 
who ever lives in the wilful omiffion of any of 
theſe , does facrilegiouſly defraud God of His 
dne, and deprive himſelf of what would prove 
in its conſequence his greateſt advantage, 

- The uſe of them being not- oaly the belt ſig- 
nification we can make of our regard to Hea- 
ven, but alſo the moſt immediate-'means to 
that Glory which all in the General aim at... 
| For 
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For God being the God of Order and Decency, 
as be has deſign'd all His Creatures to a per- 
fe&ion ſuitable to. their natures , fo has it pleas'd 
His Wiſdom -to appoint ſeveral ways whereby 
they may arrive at it. 

Now Salvation, or Happineſs, or Eternal 
Life, or by what other Name ſoever it be call'd, 
being the End of Rational Creatures, and there- 
fore being that wherein their perfe&ion does 
conſiſt , God by Chriſt has appointed our poor 
Services, a bended Knee, and a broken Heart , 
Prayers and Supplications iſſuing forth from a 
pure and humble Spirit, and a worthy partici- 
pation of the Holy Myſteries , to be as paſſages 
and chanels, whereby another manner of Spirit, 
than what by Nature we have, is conveyed 
into us; by. theſe as Inftruments we are regene- 
rated , ſfanRified , and juſtified. 

By theſe our Faith is confirmed , we grow 
ſtrong in the power of God, and are enabled 
to live anſwerably to our great and heavenly 
Calling ; by theſe we become qualified to par- 
take of the benefit of the expiation made for 
the Sins of 'the World; that is, of being for 
ever happy. C The 


[10] 
.'The uſe therefore of theſe means, which does 
ſomuch advance the Gloryof God, (as nothing 
does it more than the Salvation of Sinners,) and 
which He Himſelf has required of us,muſt needs 
be concluded an eflential part of His Service, 
' TH. Serving- God , ſuppoſes our being holy, 
and unblameable in our . converſation, this is 
the ſum/and intent of both the former , for no 
Man is oblig'd to: believe in the true God, or 
to love and fear Him, but that ſuch a belief, 
and ſuch afﬀfe&ions ſhould influence thus practice ; 
no Man is bound to uſe the means of Religion, 
but as ſuch means are moſt effectual to the re- 
miſſion of ſins ; the perteQing of our Natures , 
and the bringing forth much fruit, whandy God 

is glorified. 

This ems 4to0-be the ocianiga) Delign of 
Gods enduing Man at firſt with a capacity of 
knowing and doing things excellent, and of 
revealing His Willto him. 

God gave Man a perfe& underſtanding , an 
upright will , anda Law to walk by, — 
motives to perfwade him t0 obedience, that 
by obeying, he maght' preforve' ;hunſelf pure 

- + oa 
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and undefiled in his firit ianocency: It! is erue, 
beſides thoſe moral: Duties, to which the. Fews, 
as well as others, were antecedently, to any 
poſitive Law , oblig'd, there were ſeveral Com- 
mands of another nature {given that People ; 
which ſeem'd weak, and not at all perfettive 
of human Nature, but theſe, how beggerly - 
ever they were, were types and ſhadows of 
things heavenly and ſpuritual, and therefore 
the reſting in the bare performance of theſe, 
withour living up to what they ignited , was 
frequently by God Himſelf upbraided to His own 
Further yet , this was the inteat of God's 
ſending His Son into the World : He gave Him- 


ſelf for us , fays the Apoſtle, that He might re- i, 2. 14. 


deem us from all iniquity , and purific unto Himſelf 
a pecrubixy people, x2 alous of good works : And there- 
fore T cann't but take notice -of an Opinion; 
which in its effects muſt needs be deftructive 
to the Maintainers of it , 'namely , that they 
who live in the obſervance of the means of 
Religion , do by that, fulfil all righteouſneſs: 
and that to pray, faſt, or receive the Supper 

C 2 of 
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hndbed theſe are fo far ak , in as much as 
God has commanded them, and ſo were the 
Fewiſh Sacrifices z but God commanded them 
not meerly for themſelves, but as inſtruments 
and helps , whereby we might be better Men. 

By the frequent and conſcientious uſe of theſe, 
we receive unvaluable Bleſſings , as a greater 
power to ſubdue. our corruptions, and to per- 
fect holineſs in the ſight of God. 

But theſe are not Meckneſs, Humility, Cha- 
rity, Patience ; theſe are not Chaſtity, Sobriety, 
Temperance 3\.theſe are not viſiting the Father- 
les and Widow in their aflition, and keeping 
ourſelves unſpotted from the World. 

So that the Conſequence is not, nor ever 
will be true , Ifaſt , Ipray , I commemorate my 
Saviour# Death , therefore I am to all intents 
and purpoſes a good Chriſtian, ualeſs it can 
be prov'd, which it never can, that this was 
the chief intent of Chriſt's ——_ in the 
feſh. | 

Theſe are good fins it is confeſs'd , that we - 
have 


(u3] d 
have a due ſenſe of Religion, and of our Duty, 
but this is not a being renew'd in the fpirix- of 
our minds, this is not putting on the new man, 
for that is created after God in righteouſnefi and true Epbeſ. 4. 
holineſs. ug 

For, beſides what the Scripture ſays to this 
purpoſe, that we may hold the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs, that we may eat and drink the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, and yet do it to our 
own : damnation z that we may faſt and pray, 
and yet be condema'd for Hypocrites : 

Can common ſenſe tell any one , that God 
in His Wiſdom ſhould make ſuch ſtrange pro- 
viſions for the Salvation of Man, be ſo expen- 
ſive of His Son's Blood , permit Him to endure 
all the wounds and afflitions of the Croſs, to 
no other intent and purpoſe, but that Men might 
be enduc'd, by that ſuperabundancy of 'His love, 
to give their aſſent to ſuch or ſuch a PÞropo- 
ſition , deliver'd as trueupon Divine T eſtimony, 


that is, to believe: | 
Or to eat a little Bread; or -drink a little 


Wine, or repeat a few gas at ſome © certain > 


ſeaſons. 
This 
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This is ſo very fond, that not only Chriſtia- 
nity but Paganiſm it felf condemas ir, for 
this is the voice of Heathens, that nothing but 
being conform'd to the Will of the Gods they 
worſhipp'd, can properly becall'd their Service, 
or qualifie them for that Happineſs which each 
particular Set of Men have fancied to them- 
telves, nothing bur living up to that Religion 
dhey profets, whether it be true or falſe, can 
be pleaſing to the Deity , or procure them that 
ſtate wherein they imapin'd Happinels to conſilt, 

Ant this is the laſt and moſt comprehenſive 
Inſtance of 'our Serving God , vz, our being 
holy and nizhteons: And thus I come to the ſecond 
General, whichas, to conlider the Serving God 
with ſach qualifications as are mention'd in the 
Texts and the firſtis , 

Without fear : Which words do tn 
refer © our being deliver'd ont of the hand of 
our enemies, andimply-our being late and ſecure 
from the danger of ſuch as would hinder us in 
our Daty towards God and Man. 

" Por *cis not tobe #Magin'd , that to fear and 


worſhip the ſame God are inconſiſtent , or that 
this 
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this expreſſion ſhould juftifie us in difregarding 
His judgments , or lighting His terroues , 
which the Apoltles themſelves made uſe of to 
perſwade Men, for we know we ought to ſerve 
Him with reverence and godly feer ; and that 
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ; 
and that our ſalvation is to be wrought out with 
fear and trembling. ' 

But what I would urge from this paſſage is; 
That that Fear of God which ariſes from our 
framing to our ſelves unworthy conceptions of 
Him , as a Being more revengeful than good , 
is a Parent of no lels extravagant Opinions , 
than monſtrous PraQtices in Religion, and 
therefore will very much prejudice the accep- 
tance of our Services. 

There are two Extreams that are of very 
dangerous conſequence to the Chriſtian Church, 
and they are cither too much Religion , 'orto0 
little; by too-much, I mean not living too 
well , (for this Age of all other has little reaſon 
to complain of that,) but as it- is circumſtan- 
tiated by the Superſtitious, by £00 little , as-it 
is expoy'd and derided by the Prophane, Now 
he 
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ie that attributes the riſe of both thele;-20 that 

-:Fear of God, which proceeds fram His being 
thought more cruel than T—_ ſecms / nor 
much to err, 

For Superſlition being a looking upon things 
as neceſſary to be done in the Worſhip of God, 
which in reality are not , or a continual ado- 
ration of God in an undue manner , can have | 
no other reaſon, (unleſs it be by delign, to | 
pleaſe or awe the People with trifles,) than the 
Fancies of Melancholick Men , who apprehen- | 
ding the Deity they worſhip ſcarcely ever fati(- [ 
fied with their beſt performances, forlgke a L 
ſober, manly, and well temper'd Devotion, and 
&huſe rather to addreſs themſelves to Him with | 
over many affected expreſſions of ſubmiſſion, as 
believing them abſolutely neceſſary to His Ser- | 
vice, and that nothing beſides circumſtances 
and fawaing can propitiate their cruel God. 

But further , Fear has beea theoccaſion of too 
little Religion in others, thatis, it has betraid 
many by degrees and inſenſibly into Infidelity 
and downright Atheiſm, | 

 Forif the fear of any thing be the apprehen- ' 


fion 
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ſion of forne evil, that may befall me from that 
thing ,” what is more natural, than for thoſe 
«who”"cannot diſcern {© much excellency- and 
goodneſs in the ObjeR of their Worſhip, as'to 
love him, not only to avoid his preſence, butto 
wiſhevil to him, or indeed to deſire there were 
as ſuch thing in the World £ 

This undue Fear, keeps ſome, who arecon- 
ſcious of their iniquities, ſo much in doubt of 
His Mercy, that they never dare adventureup- 
on repentance , but proceeding to harden them- 
ſelves in impiety 'till their Conſciences become 
almoſt dead , they find it the eaſieſt way both 
to juſtifie their ations, and eaſe the tortures of 
their Minds , by denying firſt their own Immor- 
tality , then the Lord that bought them , after- 
ward, with face ſufficient, but without the 
leaſt ſhew of argument, publickly maintaining, 
that God and the Devil, Virtue and Vice, Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, are words ſignifying 
nothing, invented meerly to affright ſome, to 
curb and check” the infolency of others , and 
to keep all in obedience to the Government the 
hve under, 


D Thus 
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Thus making Religion no other than a well- 
contriv'd piece of, Policy, and God only as a 
bare Notion, by. the maintenance -whereof a- 
mongſt the Vulgar,, the Intrigues of State, and 
the Temporal Deſigns of Princes may be the 
better . ſerved. 

So that 'tis not always Generouineſs of Spirit, 
but fometimes Fear , that makes Men raſh, and 
'tis not fo much Valour, as Cowardiſe, that 
leads them to Atheiſm. 

Theſe ill Conſequents therefore of Fear alone, 
are an argument that we never fear God aright, 
but when we love Him too, to complete His 
Warthip, Fear and Love muſt go hand in hand, 
our Love will carry us into the Bofom of our 
Creazour , make us feel and taſte how good and 
gracious the Lord is , whalft our Fear will cha- 
iſe the extravagancies of Love, andteachusto 
keep an awiul diftance from ſo Incompazable a 
Majeity. 

'To pretend to love without Fear, is to be 
peck 1gnpeuous ; and to fear without Love , is to 
expoſe our ſelves to the foremengion'd inconve- 
niences , and ineffeR to make the God we wor- 
thip, none other than the Deyil. II, A- 


EPI 
It. Another Qualification is, that our holi- 
nels and righteouſneſs. be before God, thar is, 
that we might both in the as of Devotion, 
and in the whole courſe of our Lives, behave 
our ſelves, as if we believ'd our thoughts and 
ations were expos'd to the view of an Almighty 
Eye. 
' And this excludes all partial obedience , and 
all hypocriſie. 

I, It excludes all partial obedience, it implies 
an univerſal regard to all HisLaws, to little as 
well as great Commands, for obedience is as 
ſoon diſcern'd in ſmall as in great matters, and 
the ſmaller the Command the greater the Sin in 
not obſerving it, the eafineſs of the Command 
always enhanſfing the guilt of the negleR; 
Now *tis the excellency of that Rule we onglt 
to walk by, that it is many degrees aboye all 
the Precepts of a good Life, which were ever 
before made known to Man, it not only curbs 
the outward a@, but lays a reftraint upor our 
very thoughts, and the ſccreteſt retirements of 
our Souls, and therefore that righreoulnefs 
which is not exaQ to this Rule, cannot be faid 
D 2 ko 
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t6 be- before God', who judgesour ations good, 
or-otherwiſe, as they come up. 1, ON: — 
from it. 

So that they take their mf amils , wha; 
if they. can preſerve ' themſelves from Sins of 
the deepeſt dye, from groſs and notorious pol- 
lutions, which would expoſe them tothe con- 
tempt and chaſtiſement- of the World ; think 
they may innocently enough deſpiſe Dignities, 
condemn thoſe in Authority , feed their impure 
fancies upon dirty and beaſtly ObjeRs, as it 
the ſame God that had commanded us to obey 
for Conſcience fake, had not forbidden us to 
ſpeak evil of the Ruler of the People, or as if 
the ſame God that had warn'd us againſt Adul- 
tery , had not forbad us likewiſe tolook upon 
a Woman to luſt after her , or as if He that had 
prohibited us Perjury , had not charg'd us not 
to Swear at all, or as if the. ſame Spirit that 
had faid, Be ot fild with Wine, wherein i exceſ 
had not enjoyn'd us to be pure, temperate, and 
ſober. St. Fames tells us, that he that offends in 
one point is guilty of all, that is, he obeys none 
as he ought, for he that in obedience to. one 
Com- 


[>] 
Command , regards the Glory of God, the Love. 
of- Virtue, and ;his.own/ Happineſs ,. will do 
ſo to all, in as much as they all. proceed from 
the ſame: Infinite Reaſon, are all enacted by 
the ſame Divine Authority, are all confirm'd 
by equally Holy. SanQions 4. ſo that righteoul; 
neſs being uniform, and all of a make, implies 
ancarnecft Prayer andan hearty Endeavour, that 
God's whole Will be: done by us-on Earth, as 
it is by thoſe. Bleſſed Spirits that ſerve Him in 
Heaven. 

2. Righteouſneſs before Him excludes all hy- 
pocriſie : He whoſe Religion {inks no deeper 
than his-skin , does but perſonate the Religious 
Man-, complement God , and deceive himſelf 
into his own perpetual ruin. Were ourfuture 
Sentence to be pronounced by Men, Righ- 
teouſneſs before them.might ſuffice ,, but if there 
be a God, as I deſire no other argument that 
there is: one, thanthe Teftumony within every 
ones own Breaft ,, judgment will be given, not 
according to what a Man ſeems to tbe, but to: 
what he really is. By. hypocriſie -we are ex- 


pos'd to 12m dangers , we run: the ha-- 
zard 
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yard of all the woes that are denounc'd againſt 
it by our Saviour, we expoſe the beſt Inſtiru- 
tion in the World to diſgrace and infarmy , we 
become” the' ſeandal of all that have any real 
ſenſe of goodneſs, who judge: of our opinions 
by our praiſe , and of our Religion by the Lite 
we lead, Now who in reaſon car. think, that 
Man deſerves to be called holy or righteous , 
who brings a diſrepute upon that Goſpel , his 
obedience only to which can give him title to 
thoſe worthy names. 

However, if any thing can be ſaid in behalf 
of pretending to be what we are not, it muſt 
be this, that in thoſe, who cither by Dignity, 
Place, or Order, are concern'd in the Condu@t 
and Government of a Multitude, it is far more 
tollerable ; than living in a profeſt defiance of 
God and Goodneſs, for fince the Example of 
fuch, is almoſt of equal force, with the Popu- 
hey, as a Law, fince what they do, and not 
what: they command, is moſt regarded , a ſhew 
of Piety in them that are really wicked , 
may have a good effet upon others , and 
2 pretence - of 'Goodnels make many good , 

| though 
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though the Perſons As Lan; 
2WAays.' /, 

.This is-no Plea for Hypocriſie, but or ack 
Examples , and bein} they are not inconſiſtent., 
for a Man may be righteous before Men , who 
is-not {o before God, the leaſt of the evils. is 
more tollerable , and the evil is to be meaſured 
not from . the Miſchief the Hypacrite brings 
upon himſelf by being fo, but from the bad in- 
fluence, that a bad Example ia Perſons of Emi- 
nence would have upon a multitude. 

But- ſince 'tis alavoſt as difficult ro pretend 
goodneſs, 45 te be really good, ſince 'tis well 
nigh as hard $0 conceal our hypocrilie, as to 
be upright and ſincere , is is upon many accounts 
fax more eligible to be righteous before God, 
than Mew , but cipecially, becaie righteoulnels 
before Him , which excludes all bypocziſie, pie- 
vents all thoſe Malchieſs, to which bypocrific 
makes us liable. 4 

3* The latk qualifcatige. A «8heo Ous righ- 
reonlneks be conkiltens to; it felf,. regular , and 
wiahour intermillion ; notithies, we are requir's 


th be always humbling ous 4dlves in pure: ads 
of 
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&f Devotion abd Worſhip, (as ſome have very 
vily imagin'd, to the negled of their-own 
peceflary affairs, and ſortetinms tothe prejudice 
of others, to whom they ftand induty bound) 
or that we were conſtantly to have our ulti- 
mate end in our thoughts, {o that every Man, 
ih all his ations, muſt then whilſt he is ating 
think upon Happineſs, but the Service of God 
conſiſting , as has been ſaid, (x.)in a belief thar 
He is, &. 'tis necefſary that we always have 
an habitual.ſenſe of Him, and His Goodnels, 
and live in a dependance on Him, thougtiour 
thoughts are not actually fixt upon'Him: And 
(a.) as it implies Worſhip and Adoration, it-is 
requifit that we omit nothing of our neceſſary 
Devotions, but that we pray continually, and 
that we pray without ceafing , which imports 
thus much at keaft , that we never fail to offer 
up unto God our Morning and Evening Sacri- 
fices of Prayer and Thankſgiving , or negle& 
the Breaking of Bread , or the 'Afembly of the 
Saints, as the cuſtome of ſome is :- But (3.) a5 
it ſignifies holineſs -in our Lives and Conver- 
fations , in'this ſenſe we are-always/todo good, 

and 
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and neverfaint z whichis bighly realvnable; and 
aecciiary upon many accounts ;" I inſtance only 
in two, which arc very-gbvious: 

Firſt, Such is the nature of Happineſs, ths 
a ſmall -part of our Lives will ſcarcely be ſuth- 
cient to fit us for the enjoyment of it ; for ſince 
to be: happy in- one word is to be like God, and 
to belike Him is to be holy as He is holy , and 
Holineſs ſuppoſing our Corruptions ſubdued , 
and our Paſſions and Aﬀections brought under 
the Command of Reaſon and Religion , which 
whether it can bedone at a minutes, or an hours, 
or a days warning , I'will not ſtand toprove, 
but appeal to all thoſe, who have at any time 
experienced , what a task itis, to overcome ſuch 
ill Cuſtoms, as the natural Conſtitutions and 
Tempers of their Bodies , the prevailing Ex- 
amples of others, and the Faſhion of alooſe Age, 
may well be preſum'd to have ſubjected them to, 

It is true, with God nothing is impoſſible, 
neither dare we limit His Mercy to poor Sinners, 
but if we may judge by what we find revealed 
(as there is no better way of judging) tou- 
ching the Conditions whereby a'better Life is 
E at- 
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attainable , nothing leſs than a Miracle can 
preſerve thoſe, who have ſerv'd their Luſts all 
the days of their Life, and whom the Lord at 
His coming findeth ſo doing, | 

For at the laſt gaſp , to have our Minds per- 
fetly chang'd, to have infus'd intothem Faith, 
Hope, Charity, an unfeigned Loye to God and 
our Brethren, to Goodneſs and Virtue, &c. is a 
Do&trine which is very comfortable, but was 
never the Deſign of Chriſt to propagate , any 
otherwiſe than barely poſſible , and that by one 
Inſtance only, to prevent Deſpair. 

And yet, what are not wicked Men ready to 
catch at, to buoy themſelves up in their own 
ways ? 

Some there are of all forts of Chriſtians, ho 
had rather renounce their own Reaſon , mil- 
underſtand their own Principles , and abuſe the 
Church they are of , than want 2 pores to 
Heaven. 

Thoſe of the Church of Rome , pleaſe them- 
elves with the thoughts of Abfolution , before 
their death. Others, who pretend to be &efor- 
miſts, imagin, that by Faith Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs 


— cc 


- 
: 
| 
| 


[27] 
neſs ſhall be accounted theirs , though they havo 
none at;all of their own. 

As if the Church of Rane (I don't fay any 
private Perſon or Caſtiiſt thereof) believ'd Ab- 
ſolution ſignified any thing, without ſuch a pre- 
paratioa for it, asis implied at leaſt by a hearty 
deteſtation of all Sin , hope of pardon through 
the Mercy of God, and a concurrence with the 
motions of His Spirit to the works of Righte- 
ouſnels: Or, as if -Ours had any wheredeclar'd, 
that a dead Faith, that is, a Faith without mo- 
tioa and operation, that is, a Paith without 
Works , were effetual to any Man's eternal 
Happinels. 

If any ignorant or malicious Romariſt , to gain 
Proſelytes, ſhall teach the one to be the Dodrine 
of their Church, he affirms her Dodrine to 
be contrary to what is truely Ancient and Ca- 
tholick , nay he contradiQs the very Determi- 
nation of the Council of Trezt it felf, Or, if 
afly froward 'Zealot ſhall publiſh the other, as 
held by the Churchof Eg/and, he is not of Us, 
neither has he judgment'or ſenſe enough toun- 


Can. de 
Contrie. 2 


derftandUs, or the expreſs words of St, Fawes, © ©.t17» 


E 2 For 


Zack. 18, 
* man turneth away from his righteouſneſs, and com- 
mitteth iniquity , all the righteouſneff that he hath 
done ſhall not be mention'd, in his treſpaff that he hath 
yy treſpaſſe, 


[38] 
"For thius far T hope both Clurches ;-and\alt 
Chriſtians agree, however we fall out #botit' 


- ther  mitters ; that to raiſe Men to' a 'confor- 


mity with the Divine Nature, by inward and 
true piety and holineſs, was the main intent 'of 
onr Saviour , and that nothing can ſ6:effeuually 
bring us-to that temper, and conſequently t> 
the Joys of Heaven, as a conſtientious'com- 
pliance in everything with the Wall of God. 

So that to perſevere in in ; 'till 'we come'to 
dye, upon preſumption ,  that'the foremention'd 
Do&trines are the Doctrines: of our reſpe&ive 
Churches , or ſuppoſing they were (o, that they 
will then be our Security , is to impoſe upon our 
own Souls , and betray. our {elves intothat mi- 
ſery, which neither Abſolution without Repen- 
tance , nor Faith without good Works ; canfree 
vs from, © | 

2. It isneceſſary that we be righteous al rhe 
days of our life, becauſe the Reward is promis'd 
only to thoſe that perſevere : when the righteous 
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Freſpaſſed, and iu his ſinthat he hath ſinned, in thens 
ſballhe dye. 

What ever worthy habits any Man has. at any 
time had, or what ever virtuous Inclinations , 
they are all deſtroyed by their contrary Vices 
for. as good habits are encreas'd and ftreng- 
then'd- in- us, by our concurring with the Grace 
of God, in producing many good aQtions, ſo 
do they decay and. fail , by our ceaſing to do 
well; 'and if . Death finds us with a greater pro- 
penlity to-Vice than Virtue , all our former righ- 
teouſne(s will ſtand us but in little ſtead, in as 
much. as it is aot, and our preſent wickedneſs 
prevailing, will 'be ſufficient to condemn us, 

- Therefore, are we To earneſtly advis'd, to be 
ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, and always to. abound in 
the Work of. the Lord , becauſe the Works only 
of them that do ſo ſhall follow them into a better 
World. 

, God in Juſtice is oblig'd to give to every Man 
according,to hjs Deeds, not according to their 
Opinions or Fancies : To them that are contentious, "I 
and doinet ubey the. truth , but obey wnrighteouſnefs, 
ia andyrath , tribulation and anguiſh upon 


every 
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every foul that doth evil ; but gloty, hondRy,” and 
peace , roevery man that workerh good, and to thein 
alone who by patient continuance in well-doing ſeek 
for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life ; 
the reaſonable expectation whereof, upon thus, 
and no other ground, may be of ſome force to 
engage all conſiderate Men in the Service of op 
all the days of their Life. 

But one word more, and I have done. If 
Eternal Life be the Lot of the Righteous in Ge- 
neral, if thoſe whom Providence has plac'd in 
a lower Sphere, the meaneſt Peaſant, and mail 
deſpicable Zazarms; nay, if {o inconliderable a 
Creature as he that ſpeaks, be capable of the 
Enjoyments ſignified by thoſe words ; how vaſt- 
ly unconceivable ſhall be the portion of God's 
immediate Vicegerents, eſpecially of thoſe, 
who through good reports and evil reports, in 
perils at home and in perils abroad, in perils by 
Sea and in perils by Land, in perils by Strangers 
Md in perils by their own Country-men, have 
rotwithſtanding ſtill maintain'd the Cauſe of 
Religion , earneſtly contended for the Faith wice 
delrvered to the Saints; and all, that they might 
by 
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by their care and perſeverance, turn the hearts 
of the diſobedieat to the wiſdom of the juſt, and 
to their power, make ready a People prepared for 
the Lord. 

They that turn many unto righteouſnefſ, lays the 
Prophet Daniel, [hall be 25 the Stars for ever more; 
And, if the Inſtruments of Mens Converſion , 
if they who by their example and advice have 
ſerv'd the Intereſt of Souls, ſhall be as the leſler 
Stars, certainly Chriſtian Monarchs, in whoſe 
hands under God thoſe Inſtruments are, and to 
whom all the bleſſed Effects of the Miniſtration 
of the Goſpel under their prote&tion , (if they 
themſelves are good) ſhall be accounted , ſhall 
ſhine as the larger Luminaries, with a more abun- 
dant luſtre and glory. 

Bleſs'd Princes! who have this Teſtimony 
within themſelves, that they have ſecur'd unto 
God the things that are Gods , and have faith- 
fully diſcharg'd the Truſt repos'd inthem., tor 
their Peoples eternal as well as temporal advag- 
tage, for belide the Reward which will be gi- 
ven to them in common with other good Ser- 
vants , proportionable tothe i unprovement made 
of 


[ 32 ]- 
of their ſeveral Talents, the Attendance of an 
Heavenly - Train, and the Acclamations and 
Ewge's of the moſt Judicious, that 1s, of Happy 
Souls, (how much or little ſo ever they may 
add to the beginnings of future felicity,) will 
not be wanting. 

For why may we not reaſonably preſume , 
that when good Kings come to dye, as dye 
they muſt, and fall like other Men , Millions of 
the Spirits of their own juſt Subje&ts made per- 
fect, and the Angels of God ſhall wait their 
departure hence, and wing their Great Souls 
with triumph into the Celeſtial Habitations , 
there prefenting them to the Holy and Undivi- 
ded Trinity, that they may be incorporated into 
the Number of Saints, be Crown'd with Dia- 
dems of Immortality , and receive a» Inheri- 
tance incorruptible, and unaefiled , and that fadeth 
not away , reſerv'd in Heaven for thoſe who are 
kept by the power of God through faith unto ſal- 
VAatton, 

Oh; that this maybe the Portion of all Chri- 
ſtian Kings, Princes, and Governours, and 
eſpecially of Him, for whom our Souls deſire 
to 
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to bleſs God z that this may be the-Portion of 
all. that ſtudy to enlarge the Empire of--the 
Holy: Jeſus in Truth and Goodneſs, that. Pro» 
te& His Church, that Defend His Faith ; and 
that this may be the Portion of all the World 
that live in obedience to that Faith , and make 
Conſcienceof Serving God in» Holinefi and Righ- 
teouſnefs before Him all the days of their Life.. 
LAMmen. 


